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published st:c years before it took place. — 
By E. Sibly, IVI. D. i\ R. H. S. 

In CO weekly numbers, at Sd. each, or ia 
J volumes 4to. 21. 2s. — ^This work was 
at first supi>resse<I by act of parliament, 
iKider the idea that it di*covered secrets 
dangerous to be known ; but tlie ace has 
iiiiie been repealed. 

MR. flNME-RTY, 

I'ori Hott, Lmrpool, Tue,,L-;/, /IprU \6. 

At a meeting of t.he Friemls of the Free 

dom uf thp Press, in the town and ncij^h- 

bourhood of -Liverpool, held this day, 

pursuant to public adrertisenient, 

Wm. Roscoe, esq. in the Chair; 

It \yas ucinJiBously resplvexi, That v.'e 
cannot regard wi;hput great apprf hensiou 
the support and ijxt^eBsion given of late to 
the daiiijerous maxim that Tnitij mav be 
paiii.^hed as a l^lbei ; a max-lm founded on- 
ly on a fiction of law, an-d which, if adopt- 
ed into general practice, will afford a pro- 
teirtioa to every k^nd of misconduct and a- 
buse, and etFtcttiatly destroy what vet re- 
mains of the freediphi of the British' Press. 

That it is tlie esseijce of a libel that it be 
" false, scandalous, and malicious," and 
tliat none of these appeljatiojis can in com- 
mon sense be applkd to a charge wljicli 
can be shown to be true. 

That to prosecute any person as a crimi- 
nal by a mode of proceeding which de- 
prives him «f the right of manifesting his 
innocence, is so far from tending to the 
vindication cjf the prosecutor, thatitm^v 
rather be considered as a presitraptive 
evidence of bis guilt. 

That Mr. l»tter Finnerty having, in the 
course of tfie late proceedmgs ^gaicst him, 
ably vindicated the right of a British sub- 
ject to the freedom of the Press, is enti- 
tled to the warm approbation of tverj 
friend to his country. 

That iu order to assist in defraying tj)e 
espences incurred 'by Mr. Finnerty, a sub- 
sori;)tion be opened, and that the money to 
l>e collected be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee for managing the subscription for 
file same laudable purpose iu WestroinsM-r, 
to be by them disposed of in whatever 
manner may appear most benelicial to Mr. 
Finnerty 

'J'iiat the fallowiiig gentlemen be ap- 



pointed to carry the purpose of tliis meet- 
ing into effi-'Ct — Mr. Casey, Rev. W. Shep- 
herd, Mr. Smith, Mr. Castley, Mr. J. 
Slater, Mr. P. WoikIs, Mr. Saunders. 

That Mr. Casey be appointed Treasurer 
to the Subscriptiow\. 

That the thanks of this meetino; be giv- 
en to ii^Ir. Rpscoe, for liis conduct in the 
chai-r. 

Subscriptions since our last received for 
Peter Finnerty. 
/ohnAIurpby,Banoge mills... ;£! 

Robert Trail ... , 10 () 

James Seen , 2 6 

The iubscripeioa has not amounted to 
much. If we take this subscription iis a de- 
monstration of tlie public spirit of the coun- 
try, it does not stand liigh. Timidity kept 
back some; a want of example, others. 
Apathy to the principles of freedom made 
many indifferent to the support of a suf- 
ferer in the cause of the liberty of the 
press.* 'I'hus a nation prepares for itself 
the yoke by its iculpable indifterence. The 
«mil<a of power will ill repay a nation for 
jliS ioss 01 irKlependence. 
Any, who wish to subscribe, are requested 
togive in their names during next moitth, 
as .after that period, it is intead.ed to 
close the subscription, and remit the 
amoufjt to the Treasurer ijf the general 
subscription inLondoo. 

* Amid the manv successful attempts to 
bear down the press, it is consolatory to 
observe that one Judge, at least does not 
join in the outcry. In a trial for a libel 
against tiie Proprietor of the Southern 
Reporter, Newspaper, at the late assizes at 
Cork, Baron Smith with much liberality ob- 
served, 

" I have only to add, gemlomcn, that 
general animadversion ought not to lie 
strained bA' ingenuity into private scandal ; 
but that perhaps iu favour of the liberty of 
the press — rather the oppositeto this strain- 
ing should take place. 'J'hcre is, perhaps, 
scarcely any public animadversjori, which 
may not by suUtility be analysed into a 
censure on those individuals on whom the 
imputation cvri be showed by inference ul- 
timately to fall." 



AGRICTH-TURAL REPORT. 

Fiam March 20, iiU April 20. 

For several weeks past the weather has been dry and favourable for sowing. — ^The 

oats hjive been generally got into the ground in good order, and the farmers are now 

occupied in sowing barley and flaxseed, which art likely to get a good seaso»frora the 

late seasonable rains having nurtured the earth and brought on aprettv strong vegetation. 

The wheat crops continue to look well, except those sown very late, which appeai- 

<luB, and a line spring of grass is observable ia the meadow, and pasture grounds. 
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wUch ll»» h»d the effect of lessening the demand for hay, that in the early part of the 
tpring was selling high. 

The young clover and grass look extremely well, and promise a plentiful and early 
supply of food for store cattle. — Where rye-grass is sown with clover, the crops appear 
most forward, and if farmers would give a preference to that species of grass-seed, 
they would generally find their accoubtin it — one bushel to an acre is a sufficient quan- 
tity where clover accompanies it. 

The markets continue to be plentifully supplied with oat-meal and potatoes at a mo. 
derate price, and jg;a'ain of every kind has experienced no rise since last report. 

COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

The following description of a British merchant, which lately appeared in a Lon- 
don periodical publication, is so well drawn, and developes so many useful cemnier- 
cial maxims, anid explains the difference between past and present times, that we are 
induced to present it to our readers, as an introduction to the present report : 

" His conduct and maxims iji business, formed a striking contrast with those which 
before his death became so very prevalent, and which are now convulsing the com- 
mercial system in this country. He never dreamed of getting rich by one adventure, 
or of risquing his own, and the property of others, for the purpose of making a sii<J- 
den fortune. The British merchant of former times, was one of the niost useful and 
important citizens of whom this island could boast ; an agent, who connected different 
countries by the ties of interest and correspondence, makiiig their commercial inter'^ 
course of mutual benefit, and transmitting the productions of different climates to the 
inhabitants of all. He was the organ of communication, by which the abuiidance of 
One country, and the wants of another were made known, and he received from oiie 
its redundancies, and supplied the wants of the other. He acted upon soUd informa- 
tion, made no random adventures, and indulged in no airy speculations. Many nf 
those who now call then>selv^ merchantis, purchase goods upon artilicial credit or se- 
curities, and without orders, without correspondence, without knowledge of mar- 
kets, send theiii, under the directibn of chance, to find purchasers in lands to them 
unknown. The consequences have been, that purchasers could not be found, debts 
could not be paid, and poverty and' ruin have not only fallen upon themselves, but 
Sipon those who had confided in them. How different the old merchant and the new s 
♦' Look at that picture, and at this !" Patient industry, and decent care, were the 
only safe and honourable roads to wealth. He knew that he who would approach, as 
Viear as man is allowed to ^proach, the temple of happiness, must do it by measured 
steps ; that wealth i£ procured, cannot be enjoyed except with moderation, and that 
whatever keepi the active and mental powers of man employed, bids fairest to secure 
and preserve his comfort. He, therefore avoided tlwse desperate risques which crea;e 
extreme anxiety, and confided in the regular, steady, and sober exertions of industry. 
He disliked all show and ostentation, not only because he regarded them as destruc- 
tive of comfort, as exciting envy, and every malignant passioh, but because he re- 
yarded with displeasure all that false appearance of respect and attention which are 
called forth by them. 'He saw, with disgust, our mercantile men attempting to' rival, 
in appearance and expense, our nobility, and he wished each order in the community 
to keep its Own place. The foolish fashion of writing every man, who is suppestd 
to be in good circumstances, an esquire, vi-as very offensive to him, and he often ex- 
pressed Hs dislike of it, when ad«lressed under that title. The constant benefsictor cf 
hjs owt> relations, he had also attempted to serve many young men, and advanced 
them considerable loans ; ^ut had so often been disappointed in what he thought his 
reasonable expectations of their gopd coiiduct and success, that af length his patience 
was' exhausted' in this way, and after much trouble; anxiety, and loss of property, he 
concluded it had become very difficult to yield effcctujd patronage to youth, from the 
great change which had taken place, in his time, in the habits of young men ; he 
found them generally now withoiit industry, and prone to expenses." 

The above representation may be considered as a picture of an old British mer- 
chant, drawn from life,, and points out many of the defects of the present state 
of trade, both in Great Britain and Ireland. By a careful examination we may 
pwceive in the sketch many things held out to be advantageously followed, and many 
things to be avoided. 

The difficulties arisifl^ from the system of commercial warfare are daily iucreasing. 



